




Colorado State Facts
Some Important Dates:
A.D. 1-1299   Anazazi culture flourishes in the area of Mesa Verde in southwestern Colorado.  

c. 1500   Ute Indians inhabit mountain areas of southern Rocky Mountains, making these Native Americans the 
oldest continuous residents of Colorado. 

1541 Coronado leads an expedition north from Mexico in search of the Seven Cities of Cibola. It is likely 
Coronado and his party passed through the present-day area of southeastern Colorado.

1803 The United States purchases land, including what is now most of eastern Colorado, from France in the 
Louisiana Purchase.

1806 Lt. Zebulon M. Pike and a small party of U.S. soldiers sent to explore the southwestern boundary of the 
Louisiana Purchase discover the peak that bears his name but fail in their effort to climb it. However, 
they do reach the headwaters of the Arkansas River near Leadville.

1851 The founding of the town of San Luis, in the San Luis Valley, the first permanent European settlement 
in the state.

1858 Gold is discovered along Cherry Creek near the present day Denver.

1861 Congress establishes the Colorado Territory with the boundaries of the present state and chooses its 
name from the Spanish word for “colored red.” President Lincoln appoints William Gilpin as the first 
territorial governor.  The State Supreme Court is organized.  The first assembly meets, creates 17 
counties, and selects Colorado City as the territorial capital.

1867 Denver established as permanent seat of the territorial government by the legislature meeting in Golden.

1870 The Denver Pacific Railroad is completed to Denver.

1876 Colorado is admitted to the Union as the 38th state. John L. Routt is elected the first governor.

1877 The University of Colorado opens classes at Boulder with two teachers and forty-four students.

1894 The State Capitol Building, designed by Elijah E. Meyers, is completed at a cost of $2.5 million. 
Colorado becomes the second state, after Wyoming, to extend suffrage to women.

1906 The U.S. Mint at Denver issues its first coins.

1910 Colorado voters adopt a constitutional amendment allowing citizen initiatives.

1973 The Eisenhower Tunnel is built beneath the Continental Divide, sixty miles west of Denver.

Geography:
Area: 104,247 square miles.

Highest Elevation: Mt Elbert—14,431 feet above sea level.

Lowest Elevation: Along the Arkansas River in Prowers County, 3,350 feet above sea level.

Colorado has the highest average elevation of all fifty states at 6,800 feet above sea level.

State Designations:
State Motto—Nil Sine Numine—Nothing Without Providence (or Deity)

State Nickname—Centennial State

State Animal—Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep

State Bird—Lark Bunting

State Fish—Greenback Cutthroat Trout

State Tree—Colorado Blue Spruce

State Flower—White and Lavender Columbine

State Fossil—Stegosaurus

State Mineral—Rhodochrosite

State Gemstone—Aquamarine

State Rock—Yule Marble

State Songs—Where the Columbines Grow and Rocky Mountain High
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